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Holy Communion 
 

Baptism of Christ 
10 January 2021 

 
The recording of this service will be available online: 
https://rebrand.ly/saintsandhallows 

GREETING 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 

The Lord be with you, 
All and also with you. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

All Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CONFESSION 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world  
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 

cf Titus 2.11-14 

God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 

For turning away from you, and ignoring your will for our lives; 
Father, forgive us: 

All save us and help us. 

https://rebrand.ly/saintsandhallows
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For behaving just as we wish, without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us: 

All save us and help us. 

For failing you by what we do, and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 

All save us and help us. 

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us; 
Father, forgive us: 

All save us and help us. 

For living as if we were ashamed to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 

All save us and help us. 

May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive your sins 
and make you holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

COLLECT 

Heavenly Father, 
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 
may we recognize him as our Lord 
and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen.  

READING Genesis 1.1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL READING Mark 1.4-11 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, 
proclaimed among the nations, 
and believed in throughout the world. 

All Alleluia. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

John the baptiser appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptised by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptised you with water; but he will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptised by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

REFLECTION 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

At the end this response may be used: 

Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

PEACE 

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 

cf Isaiah 9.6,7 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All And also with you. 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Open the heavens, Holy Spirit, 
for us to see Jesus interceding for us; 
may we be willing to share his baptism, 
ready to share his cup 
and strengthened to serve him for ever. 

All Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you, 
All and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Question Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 
Answer Listen, and we will hear. 

Lord of all life, 
you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
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You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish. 

You made us all, each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels and say your praise: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

We thank you, loving Father, 
because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son. 
He gave his life for us on the cross 
and shows us the way to live. 

Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 

Question Why do we share this bread and wine? 
Answer Listen, and we will hear. 

On the night before he died, 
when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: 

‘This is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.’ 

After they had eaten, 
he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: 

‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 

So Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. 
As you feed us with these gifts,  
send your Holy Spirit, 
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and change us more and more 
to be like Jesus our Saviour. 

Question How do we follow Jesus Christ? 
Answer Listen, and we will hear. 

Help us, Father, to love one another, 
as we look forward to that day 
when suffering is ended, 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 

And now with [N and] all your saints  
we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, today and for ever. 

All Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 

All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

[or] Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 

All God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 
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All Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

COMMUNION 

Christ is the true bread 
which has come down from heaven. 

All Lord, give us this bread always. 

WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION 

The body of Christ keep you in eternal life. 
All Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

BLESSING 

Christ the Son of God 
perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts 
with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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