Holy Communion
Second Sunday of Easter
11 April 2021
For the safety of those worshipping in our buildings and in line with current Church
of England guidelines:
Please use the hand sanitiser stations when you enter the church, and before and
after communion and when you leave.
Remain in the seat the steward directed you to upon your arrival. At the
distribution of communion please wait in your seat until the steward directs you to
go forward.
The wearing of masks is mandatory in church, please remove your mask only when
receiving communion.
At the end of our worship stay seated until the steward indicates you can safely
leave.
Please take this service sheet home with you.
Sadly, there will be no gathering afterwards. The toilets are only available in
emergencies.
Personal photographs you take in our church, with children other than your own in
them, are not to be published on social media sites (Instagram, Facebook etc.)

GREETING
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you,
and also with you.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Words of welcome may be said.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.
cf 1 Corinthians 5.7,8

Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
Have mercy on us; deliver us from judgement;
bind up our wounds and revive us;
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
cf Hosea 6

May the Father of all mercies
cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

COLLECT
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’ or a
more specific bidding.
The Collect is said.
Risen Christ,
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:
open the doors of our hearts,
that we may seek the good of others
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father.
Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 4.32-35
The whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held
in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the
proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed
to each as any had need.
At the end the reader may say
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Silence may be kept.
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SECOND READING 1 John 1.1-2.2
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning
the word of life – this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us – we
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light
and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him
while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk
in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins
of the whole world.
At the end the reader may say:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Silence may be kept.

GOSPEL READING John 20.19-31
Alleluia! [x3]
Minister Jesus said
‘I am the first and the last, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore’.
Alleluia! [x3]
Minister Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When it was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
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them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.’
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to
them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace
be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered
him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life
in his name.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
After the Sermon silence may be kept.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us declare our faith in God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence may be kept.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
let us pray to the Lord.
This response may be included:
We pray to the Lord.
Silence is kept.

PEACE
The president says:
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia!
cf John 20.19

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
With this bread that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.
With this wine that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.
Bread for his body,
wine for his blood,
gifts from God to his table we bring.
We shall remember Jesus.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women
the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
say for ever the hymn of your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed,
the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat;
this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
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In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Minister Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once
for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Silence may be kept.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray.
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

(Or)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

GIVING OF COMMUNION
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION said to all here
The body of Christ keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
Please wait to be directed forward to receive communion in one kind only which is
distributed in silence.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord God our Father,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ
you have assured your children of eternal life
and in baptism have made us one with him:
deliver us from the death of sin
and raise us to new life in your love,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

NOTICES
BLESSING
The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Minister Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
The people depart from the building, followed by the ministers.
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INTERCESSIONS
Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them Sue P, Roger P, Richard H,
Tim C, Kay G, Oliver D, Cedric G, Pam B.
The housebound: Ruth S, Margaret O, Diana B.
The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean, the Porvoo Churches: Derby,
Clogher and Aarborg.
If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, please first obtain the consent of
the person you wish us to pray for. Then tell Rev Christine whom to pray for and the
reason why.

REMEMBER THE DEPARTED
Those whose anniversaries fall on this week: William Clive Bellamy, Peggy Willard,
Mary Gormand, Phyllis Irene Neville, Edward Charles Pendred, Hugh Herbert
Williams, Betty Thomas, James Scobie, Terry Jeffrey, Sylvia May Patrick, Ian Mullis,
Susan Elizabeth Bailey, Abigail O'Keeffe, John Steele, Kay Carey, Audrey Radford.

DIARY
Tuesday 13 April
8:30
Zoom
Wednesday 14 April
12:15 All Hallows
17:30 Zoom
Thursday 15 April
10:00 All Saints
8:30
Zoom
Saturday 17 April
10:00 All Hallows
Sunday 18 April
8:00
All Saints
9:15
All Saints
11:15 All Hallows
18:00 Zoom

Morning Prayer
Midweek Eucharist
Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
open for private prayer
Easter 3
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist
Compline

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated)
Invitation to Confession (Easter Day until Eve of Ascension) © 1988 Continuum (Mowbray) (Adapted)
Some material: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA
Some material: © The Archbishops' Council 2000
Collect (2nd of Easter, Additional) © The Archbishops' Council 2004
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