Holy Communion
Third Sunday of Advent
12 December 2021

A warm welcome to our worship this morning. Whether a regular or a visitor it is good to
have you here. At All Hallows we continue to take precautions to keep everyone as safe as
possible as we worship, the details of these are below. We hope that you find peace and
spiritual refreshment this morning as we journey through the season of Advent.
We continue to observe social distancing rules in our church during worship.
We encourage you to use the hand sanitiser stations when you arrive, before and after
communion, and when you leave. Please wear a face mask when you are moving around
the church. You may remove your mask whilst sitting in your pew, and for a brief period
when receiving communion. We continue to take communion in one kind only.
Please take this service sheet home with you. Tea and coffee will be served after the service
from the back of church. A one way system will be in place, we would ask that you get
your drink and sit in a pew to chat to avoid crowding at the coffee station.
Personal photographs you take in our church, with children other than your own in
them, are not to be published on social media sites (Instagram, Facebook etc.)
We stand as the bell sounds to mark the beginning of our worship. The minister(s) and
the Child Bishop process into the church.

WELCOME
We remain standing as the minister welcomes us to the service.

HYMN
1

Rejoice! The Lord is King,
your Lord and King adore;
mortals, give thanks and sing,
and triumph evermore:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

2

Jesus the Saviour reigns,
the God of truth and love;
1

when he had purged our stains,
he took his seat above:
3

His kingdom cannot fail;
he rules o'er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell
are to our Jesus given:

4

He sits at God's right hand
till all his foes submit,
and bow to his command,
and fall beneath his feet:

5

Rejoice in glorious hope;
Jesus the judge shall come,
and take his servants up
to their eternal home:
We soon shall hear the archangel’s voice;
the trump of God shall sound: rejoice!
Charles Wesley (1707–1788) Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 769

GREETING
Minister In the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All
Amen.
Minister The Lord be with you,
All
and also with you.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Almighty God, to whom
all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

2

CONFESSION
Minister When the Lord comes,
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.

All

God, be gracious to us and bless us,
and make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

All

May your ways be known on the earth,
your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

All

You, Lord, have made known your salvation,
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

All

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
help and strengthen you by his Spirit
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COLLECT
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’ or a more
specific bidding. The Collect is said:

All

God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist
to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

3

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3.14-20
Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your
heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has
turned back your enemy.
The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. On that
day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang limp.
The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in
you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”
“The sorrows for the appointed feasts I will remove from you; they are a burden and
a reproach to you. At that time I will deal with all who oppressed you; I will rescue
the lame and gather those who have been scattered. I will give them praise and
honour in every land where they were put to shame. At that time I will gather you;
at that time I will bring you home. I will give you honour and praise among all the
peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes,” says the
LORD.
At the end the reader may say
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept.

PSALM 146.4-10

Charles V. Sanford

4

Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the Lord their God;

5

Who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them;
who keeps his promise for ever;

6

Who gives justice to those that suffer wrong
and bread to those who hunger.

7

The Lord looses those that are bound;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind;
4

8

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous;

9

The Lord watches over the stranger in the land;
he upholds the orphan and widow;
but the way of the wicked he turns upside down.

10

The Lord shall reign for ever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Alleluia.

SECOND READING Philippians 4.4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.
At the end the reader may say:
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept.

HYMN
1

Thy kingdom come, O God,
thy rule, O Christ, begin;
break with thine iron rod
the tyrannies of sin.

2

Where is thy reign of peace
and purity and love?
When shall all hatred cease,
as in the realms above?

3

When comes the promised time
that war shall be no more,
and lust, oppression, crime
shall flee thy face before?

4

We pray thee, Lord, arise,
and come in thy great might;
revive our longing eyes,
which languish for thy sight.

5

5

Men scorn thy sacred name,
and wolves devour thy fold;
by many deeds of shame
we learn that love grows cold.

6

O'er lands both near and far
thick darkness broodeth yet:
arise, O Morning Star,
arise, and never set!
Lewis Hensley (1824–1905) Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 816

GOSPEL READING Luke 3.7-18

Cantor

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

Repeat the Alleluia.
Minister Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
All
Glory to you, O Lord.
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptised by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell
you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The axe is
already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will
be cut down and thrown into the fire.”
“What should we do then?” the crowd asked. John answered, “The man with two
tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do
the same.”
Tax collectors also came to be baptised. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”
“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.
Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort
money and don’t accuse people falsely – be content with your pay.”

6

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John
might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, “I baptise you with water. But
one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy
to untie. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is
in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news
to them.
All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
After the Sermon silence may be kept.

CREED
Minister Let us declare our faith in God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
7

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Silence may be kept.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Minister In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid
we pray to Jesus.
This response may be included:
All

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

And at the end:
All

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Silence is kept.
Minister Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;
give new courage to your people
who trust in your love.
By your coming,
raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom
on earth as in heaven,
where you live and reign
with the Father and the Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
All
Amen.

LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE – JOHN THE BAPTIST
C.Bishop Jesus said,
‘No one more important than John the Baptist has ever been born;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’
All
Amen. Come soon, Lord Jesus!
The second candle is lit.
C.Bishop Jesus is the light of the world.
All
A light no darkness can ever put out.
8

All sing

John the Baptist, by his preaching
and by water poured,
brought to those who heard his teaching
news of hope restored:
‘Keep your vision strong and steady,
and be ready for the Lord.’
Mark Earey © 2002 Mark Earey

PEACE
C.Bishop May the God of peace make you completely holy,
ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
All

The peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you.

HYMN
1

Let all mortal flesh keep silence
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
our full homage to demand.

2

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture -in the body and the blood -he will give to all the faithful
his own self for heavenly food.

3

Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

4

At his feet the six-winged seraph;
cherubim with sleepless eye
veil their faces to the Presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry,

9

Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, Lord most high.
Sigisato pasa sarx broteia; Cherubic Hymn from the Liturgy of St James versified by Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885)
based on the translation of J. M. Neale and R. F. Littledale
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 452

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Minister As this bread was scattered and then gathered and made one,
so may your Church be gathered into your Kingdom.
All
Glory to you, O God, for ever.
Minister Wisdom has built her a house;
she has mixed her wine; she has set her table.
All
Glory to you, O God, for ever.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Minister The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.
Minister Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Minister Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Minister It is indeed right and good
to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
For when he humbled himself
to come among us in human flesh,
he fulfilled the plan you formed
before the foundation of the world
to open for us the way of salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven to proclaim your glory,
for ever praising you and singing:
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All sing Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Minister Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
All

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Minister And so, Father,
calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once
for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
11

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

All

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Minister Awaiting his coming in glory,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

(Or)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
Minister We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

AGNUS DEI
All

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
12

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

GIVING OF COMMUNION
Minister Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
All
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed
Please wait to be directed forward to receive communion.

ANTHEM G. F Handel: How beautiful are the feet of Him (Messiah)
HYMN
1

Bread of heaven, on thee we feed,
for thy flesh is meat indeed ;
e ver may our souls be fed
with this true and living bread ;
d ay by day with strength supplied
through the life of him who died.

2

Vine of heaven, thy blood supplies
this blest cup of sacrifice ;
Lord, thy wounds our healing give,
to thy cross we look and live :
Jesus, may we ever be
grafted, rooted, built in thee.
Josiah Conder (1789–1855)
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 430

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Minister We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit
that when your Christ comes again
we may shine as lights before his face;
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.
All
Amen.
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All

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

NOTICES
HYMN
1

To God be the glory, great things he has done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.

Refrain

Praise the Lord ! Praise the Lord !
Let the earth hear his voice !
Praise the Lord ! Praise the Lord !
Let the people rejoice !
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory ! Great things he has done !

2

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood !
To every believer the promise of God !
The vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives.

3

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son ;
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see.
Fanny Crosby, (FRANCES JANE VAN ALSTYNE) (1820–1915)
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 818

BLESSING
C.Bishop Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’
All
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
C.Bishop May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting.
All
Amen.
The people and ministers depart.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY J. S. Bach: Fugue in G minor
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
Those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, among them Richard H, Tim C, Kay G,
Veronica D, Fred R, Jonathan, Diane J, Fr Stephen S, Ron W, Wendy S, Julie V, Margaret
C, Kath T.
The housebound and those in residential homes: Diana B, Cedric G.
If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, please obtain the consent of the person
you wish us to pray for. Then tell Rev Christine whom to pray for and the reason why.

REMEMBER THE DEPARTED
Those whose anniversaries fell on this past week: Joan Stephenson, Eddie McHugh,
Jose Marsh, Frederick Lee, Alexander Aron Bailey, George Renton Addie, Arthur
William Lovelll, Patricia Wortley, Mary Ann Short, Florence Redden, Gwen Timpson,
Russell Fletcher, Bill Raitt, Albert Raul (Ray) Melchor, Brett Tussler, Phyllis Russell.
Those who died recently, among them Arthur Thompson. We pray for those who
mourn.

NOTICES
Tea @2 Tue 14 Dec, St Andrew’s Hall.
Blue Christmas Service Sat 18 Dec 16:00, All Hallows.
Nine Lessons & Carols Sun 19 Dec 18:00, All Saints.
Our nativity play is being held online via Zoom on 24 Dec at 16:00. This is open to
all, please do come along and support our children who will be taking part. Please
contact Agnes and let her know you would like the link.
Please support All Saints’ little shop in the library corner of the church each Sunday,
with items for sale and a chance to win valuable prizes on our Lucky Numbers board.
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DIARY
Tues 14 Dec
8:30 - 9:00
14:00 - 16:00
13:30 - 14:30

John of the Cross
Zoom
Morning Prayer
St Andrew’s Hall Tea @2
All Saints
School visit

Wed 15 Dec
10:30 - 12:15
12:15 - 13:00
13:15 – 15:00
17:30 - 18:00

All Hallows
All Hallows
All Saints
Zoom

open to the public
Midweek Eucharist
school rehearsal
Evening Prayer

Thurs 16 Dec
8:30 - 9:00
10:00 - 10:30
13:30 – 15:00
19:30 - 20:30

Zoom
All Saints
All Saints
Zoom

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
school Nativity
Advent Course

Fri 17 Dec
9:00 – 15:00
19:00 - 20:00
19:30 - 20:00

All Hallows
All Hallows
All Saints

organ tuning
choir practice
choir practice

Sat 18 Dec
10:30 - 12:30
16:00 - 17:00

All Hallows
All Hallows

open to the public
Blue Christmas Service

Sun 19 Dec
9:15 - 10:30
11:15 - 12:30
18:00 - 18:30

Advent 4
All Saints
All Hallows
All Saint

Eucharist
Eucharist
Nine Lessons & Carols

All Saints and All Hallows, Wellingborough
phone: 01933 278484
email:
officeallsaints@btinternet.com
officeallhallows@btinternet.com
website: allhallowsandallsaintswellingborough.co.uk
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